Position and Goals of 
Silicon Valley Massage Therapy Advocates

With the rise in popularity of massage therapy as a treatment modality and a career choice, comes new challenges and opportunities. The main challenge is to define and serve massage therapy according to its true nature. Opportunities arise to create distinct career paths that serve the discipline, the practitioners and the communities they care for.
The medical community has recognized the value of the modality and encourages patients and health care workers to use it to manage stress and chronic conditions. That recognition is motivating the medical community to attempt to absorb massage therapy. Massage is not a medical procedure, though it has medical benefits similar to regular exercise.

The local governments and law enforcement struggle to define and subsequently regulate massage practitioners. This most often results in language that aligns massage practitioners with prostitution. Law enforcement officers don’t struggle with detecting fraudulent massage practitioners, they strive to create the tools they need to prosecute the offenders. It is very difficult for them to draw out the criminals that use the word “massage” for a euphemism for their illegal activity while protecting the civil rights of law abiding citizens.

Enter the State Legislature and the American Massage Therapy Association. The AMTA has authored many bills such as SB 731 for introduction by Senator Oropeza. The language of the bill skews the certification processes toward the medical profession. It misunderstands the average practitioner and the industry. The bill creates a cumbersome bureaucracy that fails to meet the actual need for development of appropriate career paths.  It over-simplifies the complex challenges of maintaining the authenticity of the practice, providing meaningful continuing education and creating professional distinction for the practitioner.

My goal is to satisfy these challenges in a way that is additive, not punitive. I envision a career path that serves the actual life circumstances and educational needs of the practitioners; A path that provides incentives and mechanisms for practitioners to distance themselves from unethical practices.  
The best way for an industry to esteem itself is to start from within. I want to give practitioners an opportunity to support a career path and a regulatory system that understand their needs and the needs of the people they serve.
Sincerely,

Kelly Ranger 

Founder 
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